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T HE following S8xMon (the Authenticity | 
of which cannot be doubted) came, with many | 
others, into the Hands of the Editor by the 
Death f Dr. Tarox, late Prebendary of 


il, WESTMINSTER, Sc. Wo 


\ * 


3 —— 


It is now publiſhed for two Reaſons : Fir, 
| as it is a Compoſition that will reflett no Diſgrace 
* on the Autbor; ; and, Secondly, as it is upon a 
Subject of the bigheft Importance to Mankind, 
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Great Dean's Vard, Weſtminſter, 25 
M.,arch 18th, 1788. | 5 | 
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Jonxsox, L. L. D.— To which are added, ſome 
POEM 8, neyer before printed.—ubliſed from the 
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U. AN EC DOT ES of the late SAMUEL 
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1 JOHN, 05. x. 26, 26 6 Forwns Parr, | 


?, ave SAID UNTO HER, 1 AM. THE RESURRECTION, 
AND THE LIFE: HE THAT BELIEVETH IN ME, 


THOUGH HE WERE DEAD, YET SHALL HE LIVE 5 


AND WHOSOEVER LIVETH, AND BELIEVETH IN wy; 
* SHALL NEVER DIE. 


F.; þ 


40 afford. adequate conſolations to the 
| & laft hour, to chear the gloomy paſlage 
through the valley of the ſhadow of death, 

and to caſe that anxiety, to which beings, 
- Preſcient of their own diſſolution, and con- 
ſeious of their own danger, muſt be ne- 
ceſſarily expoſed, is the privilege only of re- 

vealed religion. All thoſe to whom the ſuper- - 
natural light of heavenly doctrine has never 
been imparted, however formidable for power, 
#39051 __— . 8 
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br illuſtrious for wiſdom, have wanted that 
knowledge of their future ſtate, which alone 
can give comfort to miſery, or ſecurity to en- 


Joyment ; and have been forced to ruſh for- 
wards to the grave, through the- darkneſs of 
ignorance z' or, if they happened to be more 


refined and inquiſitive, to ſolace their paſſage 
with the Scion and uncertain glimmer of 
Philoſoph 7. ; 


There were, doubtleſs, at all times, as by 
are now, many who lived with very litth 


thought concerning their end; many whoſe 
time was wholly filled up by public, or do- 


meſtic buſineſs, .by the purſuits of ambition, ar 
the deſire of riches; many who diſſolved them- 


'  felves in luxurious enjoyments, and, when 
they could lull their minds by any preſent | 
pleaſure, had no regard to diſtant events, but : 
withheld their imagination from ſallying out 
into futurity, or catching any terror that might 
interrupt their quiet; and there were many 
who roſe ſo little above animal life, that they 
were completely ingroſſed by the objects about 


them, and had their views extended no farther 


than to the next hour; in whom the ray of 


er and who had neither 
=" | | hopes 


7 
* 


62 5 


hopes nor fears, but of ſome near ebase or 
ſome "_ ee, Nat aller iche 
4 : 15 
But ae Conn 0 1 1 3 
greater multitudes as arts and civility prevail, 
who cannot wholly withdraw their thoughts 
from death. All cannot be diſtracted with 
| buſineſs, or ſtunned with the clamours of 
aſſemblies, or the ſhouts of armies. All cannot 
live in the perpetual diſſipation of ſucceſſive 
werſions, nor will all enſlave their -under-, - 
dings to their ſenſes, and ſeek felicity in 
the groſs gratifications of appetite. Some muſt 
always keep their reaſon and their faney in 
action, and ſeek either honour or pleaſure 
from intellectual operations; and from them, 


174 
+35 3 


1 | « # 7 + 0 - 2 | 
others, more negligent or {luggiſh, will be in 


time fixed. or awakened; knowledge will be 
e diffuſed, and en n en- 


TS 


5 400 the N were once . in 


_ Ws, 


motion, when the mind.had broken looſe from Fes 


the ſhackles of ſenſe, and made excurſions to 
remote conſequences, the firſt conſideration , : /- 
that would ſtop. her courſe, muſt be the in- 
ceſſant waſte of life, the approach of age, and 
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2 nty of death; the approach of that 


| time, in which ſtrength muſt fail, and pleaſure 
fly away, and the certainty of that diſſolution 
Which ſhall put an end to all the proſpects of 
this world. It is impoſſible to think, and not 
ſometimes to think on death. Hope, indeed, 
has many powers of deluſion q whatever is 
poſſible, however unlikely, 
pPromiſe ourfelves; but enn no man has 
eſcaped, and therefore no man can hope to 


WM will teach us to 


efcape it. From this dreadful expectation no 


ſhelter or refuge can be found. Whatever we 
Tee, forces it upon us; whatever 1 is, new or old, 
flouriſhing or declining, either directly, or by 3 
»a very ſhort deduction, leads man to the con- 
ſideration of his end; and accordingly we 
md, that the fear of death has always been 
5 über the great enemy of human quiet, 
the polluter of the feaſt of happineſs; and em- 
bitterer of the cup of joy. The young man 
ho rejoices in his youth, amidſt his muſic 
and his gaiety, has always been diſturbed with 
- the thought, that his youth will be quickly at 


an end. The "Monarch, to whom it is ſaid 


that he is a God, has always been reminded by 
1 e en er La of wane | 


T7 L443 
Cx 
This 


* 5 * 
a # A { . 


{ 


has been employed to, oppoſe. The general re- 
medy, in all ages, has been to chaſe it away 
from the preſent moment, and to gain a ſuſ- 
pence of the pain that could not be cured. In 


e N 
This unwelcome conviction, Which is thus 
continually preſſed upon the mind, every art 


the ancient writings, we therefore find the 


ſhortneſs of life frequently mentioned as an 


excitement to jollity and pleaſure; and may 


plainly diſcover, that the authors had no other 


means of relieving that gloom with which 
the uncertainty of human life..clouded their - 
conceptions. Some of the Philoſophers, Mr - 
deed, appear to have ſought a nobler, and 
a more certain remedy, and to have endea- 
voured to overpower the force of death by ar- 
guments, and to diſpel the gloom. by the light | 


of reaſon. They inquired: into the nature f 
the ſoul of man, and ſhewed, at leaſt probably, 


that it is a ſubſtance diſtinct from matter, and 


therefore independent on the body, and exempt | | 


from diſſolution and corruption. The argu- 
ments, whether phyſical or moral, upon which 
they eſtabliſhed this doctrinè, it is not neceſſary 
to recount to a Chriſtian audience, by whom 


it is believed upon more certain proofs, and 


b n ; ſince, though er were ſuch 
B 3 as 


= - 


"To +. 
E- eas gde determine the calm mind of aPkilo- £ 

ſopher; inquiſitive only after truth, and un- 
influenced by external objects; yet they were 
ſuch as required leiſüre and capacity, not ak 
lowed In general to mankind; they were ſuch 
as many could never underſtand, and pf which, 
therefore, the efficacy and comfort were con- 
ve fined to'a ſmall number, without wy benefit 5 
to 2 ee e arg 2 of ph ma - 


Str #300 


* Sock has been hithetto the _ ur ans 
15 ſophical arguments, and ſuch it muſt probably 
for ever remain; for, though, perhaps, the ſuc- 
ceſſive induſtry of the ſtudious may increaſe 
che number, or advance the probability, of ar- 
: guments; and, though continual contemplation 
of matter will, I believe, ſhew it, at length, 
| 5 wholly incapable of- motion, ſenſation, or or- 


9 | der, by any powers of 1 its own, and therefore 


neceſſarily eſtabliſn the immateriality, and pro- 
bably the immortality of the ſoul; yet there 


3 never can be expected a time, in Aich the 


' roſs body of mankind can attend to ſuch ſpe- 
culations, or can comprehend them ; andthere- 


; fore there never can be a time, in which this 
knowledge can be taught in ſuch a manner, 


as to be * 9 to virtue, or hap- 
? b Pincls, 


©=:2 


1 


25 sh but by a "meſſenger from God, om 
the Creator of the World, and the Father of 
SE 5 
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| 70 pets common — untaltrodted 
minds to the belief of any fact, we may every 


day perceive, that the teſtimony of one man, 


whom they think worthy of credit, has more 


. force than the arguments of a thouſand rea- * 


ſoners, even when the arguments are ſuch as 
they may be ĩmagined completely qualified to 
comprehend. Hence it is plain, that the con- 
ſtitution of mankind is ſuch, that abſtruſe and 
intellectual truths can be taught no otherwiſe 


than by poſitive aſſertion, ſupported by ſome 


ſenſible evidence, by which the aſſertor is ſe- 


cured from the ſuſpicion of falſehood; and that, 
if it ſhould pleaſe God to inſpire a teacher 
with ſome demonſtration of the immortality of 


the ſoul, it would far leſs avail him for general 75 
inſtruction, than the power of working a mi- 


racle in its vindication, unleſs God ſhould, at 
the ſame time, inſpire all the hearers with do- 
cility and apprehenſion, and turn, at onee, all 
the ſenſual, the giddy, the lazy, the buſy, the 
corrupt and the proud, into humble, abſtraQted 
| and * Philoſophers. 
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b "= give 2 pan of our future exiſtence, as may 


inſnence che moſt narrow mind, and fill the 


moſt capacious intellect, to open proſpects be- 


Fond the grave, in which the thought may 
| expatiate without obſtruction, and to ſupply ul 


. refuge and ſupport to the mind, amidſt all the 


miſeries of decaying nature, is the peculiar ex- 


3 ceellence of the Goſpel of Chriſt, Without this 


Heavenly Inſtrudtor, he who feels himſelf ſink- 
ing under the weight of years, or melting 
away by the ſlow waſte of a lingering diſeaſe, 
has no other remedy than obdurate patience, a 
gloomy reſignation to that which cannot be 
avoided; and he who followg his friend, or 
whoever there is yet dearer than a friend, to 
| the grave, can have no other conſolation than 
| that which he derives from the general miſery; 

the reflection, that he ſuffers only what the 
reſt of mankind muſt ſuffer; a poor conſidera- 
tion, which rather awes us to ſilence, than 
ſooths us to quiet, and which does not abate 
the ſenſe of our calamity, though it may ſome- 
times make us aihamed to OO 25 | 


. But, £2 ack} is our ies improved by 
the Galpel ſo gas is the ſting of death Te. 
bated, * 


13 


bated, that we NOONE © dh dh: 4" 
templation of our mortality, as to a pleaſing 4 


employment of the mind, to an exerciſe de- 


 lightful and recreative, not only when calamity : 


and perſecution drive us out from the aſſem- 


blies of men, and ſorrow ànd woe repreſent 


the grave as a refuge and an aſylum, but even 
in the hours of the higheſt earthly proſperity, 
when. our cup is full, and when we have laid 


up ſtores for ourſelves; for, in him who be- 


lieves the promiſe of the Saviour of the World, 
it can cauſe no diſturbance to remember, that 
this night his ſoul may be required of hims - 
and he who ſuffers: one of the ſharpeſt evils 
which this life can ſhew, amidſt all its varieties 


of miſery ; he that has lately been ſeparated 


from the perſon whom a long participation of 
good and evil had endeared to him; he who 


| has ſeen kindneſs ſnatched from his arms, and 


fidelity torn from his boſom ; he whoſe: ear is 
no more to be delighted with tender | in 
ſtruction, and whoſe virtue ſhall be no more 
awakened by the ſeaſonable whiſpers of mild 
reproof, may yet look, without horror, on thge 
tomb which encloſes the remains of what he 
loved and honoured, as upon a place which, if 
it revives the ſenſe of his loſs, may calm him 
; with 


| Kanon for the enforcement of piety. The 

mournful ſolemnity of the burial of the dead 
is inſtituted, firſt, for the conſolation of that 
grief to which the beſt minds, if not ſupported 
And regulated by religion, are moſt liable. They 
who moſt endeavour the happineſs of others, 
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* 170 hall the 3 of a Sabet is 4 
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ith; the * of that ſtate in Which there 
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by no means a ſolemnity of barren and un- 


._ availing ſorrow; but . by the ep 
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Kirſty for the onen f ew, 


who devote their thoughts to tenderneſs and 


| pity, and ſtudiouſly maintain the reciproca- 
tion of kindneſs, by degrees mingle their ſouls, 
in ſuch a manner, as to feel, from ſepara- 


tion, a total deſtitution of happineſs, a ſudden 
abruption of all their proſpects, a ceſſation of 


all their hopes, ſchemes and deſires. The whole 


mind becomes a gloomy vacuity, without any 
image or form of pleaſure, a chaos of confuſed 
wiſhes, directed to no particular end, or to 
that which, while we wiſh, we cannot hope to 


obtain; for the dead will not revive; thoſe 


whom 


1 * * e 
hom God has called away from the preſent. 


"Nate of exiſtence,” can be feel flo more in it; 


we muſt go to err but wen cannot return 
T0 Us.” Ds 10 9 THOR Dol . 
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Mm to ſhew that grief is wain, is to af 
Ford very little comfort ; yet this is all that 
reaſon can afford; but religion, our only friend 
in the moment of diſtreſs, in the moment 
when the help of man is vain, when forti- 
tude and cowardice fink down together, and 
mee ſage and the virgin mingle their lamenta- 
tions; religion will inform us, that ſorrow 
and complaint are not only vain, but un- 
reaſonable and erroneous.” The voice of God, 
ſpeaking by his Son, and his apoſtles, will in- 
ſtruct us, that ſhe, whoſe depatture we now 
mourn, is not dead, but leepeth ; that „„ 
her body i is committed to the ground, but that 
the foul is returned to God, who gave it; that 
I God, who is infinitely merciful, who Weh 
nothing that he has made, who deſireth not 
che death of a ſinner; to that God, who only 
can compare performance with  abili ity, who 
alone knows how far the heart has been pure, 
or corrupted, how inadvertency has ſurpriſed, 
fear has betrayed, or weakneſs has impeded ; to 
ONE that 


F 


XS. 


chat God, who marks every aſpiration lier a 
| better ſtate, Who hears. the prayer which the 


voice cannot utter, records the purpoſe that 


periſhed without opportunity of action, the 


wiſh that vaniſhed away without attainment, 


- who is always ready to receive the penitent, 
to whom ſincere contrition is never late, 
and who will accept the tears of a returning 


— 


773 are the reflections. to hk we. ae ä 


3 by the voice of truth; and from theſe 


we ſhall find that comfort which philoſophy 


cannot ſupply, and that peace which the world 
cannot give. The contemplation of the mercy 
of God may. juſtly afford ſome conſolation, 
even when the office of burial is performed to 
thoſe who. have been ſnatched away without 
viſible amendment of their lives; for, 'who 


ſhall preſume. to determine the ſtate, of de- 


parted ſouls, to lay open what God hath con- 
cealed, and to ſearch the counſels of the Moſt 
Higheſt ?—But, with more confident hope of 
pardon and acceptance, may we commit thoſe 
to the receptacles of mortality, who have lived 
without any open or enormous erimes; who 
have endeavoured to * God by re- 
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peine and have died, at laſt, with hope A 5 
Auen. Among theſe the ſurely may be | 


to the tomb, to pay her the laſt honours, and : 
to reſign her to the grave: the, whom many | 
who now hear me have known, and whom 


none, who were capable of di iſtinguiſhing 


either moral or intellectual excellence, could 


know, without eſteem, or tenderneſs. To praiſe 
the extent of her knowledge, the acuteneſs of 
her wit, the accuracy of her judgment, the 
force of her ſentiments, or the elegance of her 
expreſſion, would m ſuit with the rg N 


Such praiſe would nile profit tue living, | 
and as little gratify the dead, who 1 is now in a 
place where vanity and competition are for- 


pg for ever; where ſhe finds a cup of A 


water given for the relief of 7 a poor brother, a 
prayer uttered for the mercy of God to thoſe 
whom ſhe wanted power to relieve, a word of 
inſtruction to ignorance, a ſmile of comfort to 
miſery, of more avail than all thoſe accom- 
pliſhments which confer honour and diftine- 
tion among the ſons of Folly. —Yet, let it be 
remembered, that her wit was never employed 
Wo to 
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to off at goodneſs, nor her reaſon to diſpute 
againſt truth. In this age of wild opinions, 
ſhe was as free from ſcepticiſm as the cloiſtered 
Virgin. She never wiſhed to ſignalize herſelf _ 
by the ſingularity of paradox. She had a juſt 
. diffidence of her own reaſon, and deſired to 


practiſe rather than to diſpute. Her practice 


was ſuch as her opinions naturally produced. 
She was exact and regular in her devotions, 
full of confidence i in the divine mercy, ſub⸗ 


miſſive to the diſpenſations of Providence, ex- 


tenſively charitable in her judgments and opi- 
_ nions, grateful for every kindneſs that ſhe re- 


ceived, and willing to impart aſſiſtance of every 


ind to all, whom her little power enabled her 
to benefit. She paſſed through many months 


luanguor, weakneſs and decay, without a ſingle 


murmur of impatience, and often expreſſed 
her adoration of that mercy which granted her 
ſo long time for recollection and penitence. 
That ſhe had no failings, cannot be ſuppoſed : 
| bur the has now appeared before the Almighty . 
Judge; and it would ill become beings like 
us, weak and ſinful as herſelf, to remember 
thoſe faults which, we truſt, Eternal | Purity: 
e, . 
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"hes us therefore preſerve her niemory-fornor 
other end but to imitate her virtues; and let 
us add her example to the motives to piety; 
which this rege _ ere . 
to enforce. | Lei 1. 2 
It bee not indeed be reaſonable to expect, 
did we not know the inattention and perverſe- 
neſs of mankind, that any one who had followed 
a funeral, could fail to return home without 
new reſolutions of a holy life: for, who can 


ſee the final period of all human ſchemes and 


undertakings, without conviction of the vanity 
of all that terminates in the preſent ſtate ? For, 
| who can ſee the wiſe, the brave, the powerful, 
or the beauteous, carried to the grave, without 
reflection on the emptineſs of all thoſe diſ- 
tinctions which ſet us here in oppoſition to 
each other? And who, when he ſees the vanity. 
of all terreſtrial advantages, can forbear to wiſh 
for a more permanent and certain happineſs ?- 
Such wiſhes, perhaps, often ariſe, and ſuch re- 
ſolutions are often” formed: but, before the 
reſolution can be exerted, before the wiſh can 
regulate the conduct, new proſpects open be- 
fore us, new impreſſions are received; the 
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8 nee the paſſions of 
_ the heart are put into commotion; we plunge 
again into the tumult, engage again in the 


conteſt, and forget, that what we gain cannot 
be kept, and that the life, for which we are 


15 dee eee e e e 


But, let us not be thus ſhamefully deluded! 
Let us not thus idly periſh in our folly, by 


chen we have followed our friends, and our 


enemies, to the tomb, ſuffer ourſelves to be 


ſurpriſed by the dreadful ſummons, and die, at 
laſt, amazed and unprepared! Let every one 
wWhoſe eye glances on this bier, examine what 
would have been his condition, if the ſame 
hour had called him to judgment, and re- 
member, that, though he is now ſpared, he 
may, perhaps, be to-morrow among ſeparate 
ſpirits. The preſent moment is in our power: 
let us, therefore, from the preſent moment, 
begin our repentance! Let us not, any longer, 
© harden our hearts, but hear, this day, the voice 
of our Saviour and our God, and begin to do, 
od with all our powers, whatever we ſhall wiſh 
. „ ͤũ ]! 
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us! Let thoſe-who! came hither weeping-and 
lamenting, refle&, that they have not time for 
. uſeleſs ſorrow; that their,own ſalvation is to 
be ſecured, and that the day is far ſpent, and 

the night cometh, when no man can work; 
that tears are of no value to the dead and that 
their own danger may juſtly: claich their whole 
attention! Let thoſe who entered this place | 
unaffected and indifferent, and whoſe only 


purpoſe was to behold this funeral ſpectacle, 


- conſider, that ſhe, whom they thus behold with 
negligence, and paſs by, was lately partaker of 
the ſame nature with themſelyes ; ; and. that 
they likewiſe are haſtening to their end, and 
muſt ſoon, by others equally negligent, be 
buried and forgotten Let all remember, that 

the day of life is ſhort, and that the day of 
grace may be much ſhorter; that this may 

be the laſt warning which God will grant 
us, and that, perhaps, he who looks on this 
gra ve unalarmed, may ſink unreformed into 
: his own! Fm 9 155 
Let it, therefore, be our care, when we re- . 
tire from this ſolemnity, that we immediately 
. C | | turn 
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